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Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Regions Room 
November 6, 2017 

1:00 PM 
 

 
Members present: 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 2: Gale Main  
District 3: Delores Boyd 
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
District 6: Leah Atkins 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
At Large: Leigh Davis 
 
Staff present: 
Frank Brown 
Carlie Anne Burkett 
Frankie George 
John Hardin 
Sophie Howard 
Steve Murray 
Courtney Pinkard 
Mary Jo Scott 
Tunisia Thomas 
Mary Beth Wasden 
Steve Wheat 
 
 
Welcome and call to order:  Chairman George Evans called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and 
welcomed trustees and staff. 
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Evans confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Adoption of agenda: Chairman Evans called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Butler moved that 
the agenda be adopted.  Judge Junkins seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Approval of minutes:  Chairman Evans asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the 
minutes of the last board meeting. Mrs. Morrissette moved that the minutes of the August 9, 2017, 
board meeting be approved as written and distributed prior to today’s meeting.  Mr. Butler seconded, 
and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 

 
Members absent: 
District 1: Elizabeth Stevens 
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 3: Fred Gray  
District 7: June Davis  
At Large:  Joel Daves 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s 
Representative 
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Chairman Evans then called on Steve Murray for the Director’s Report.   
 
Director’s Report:  Mr. Murray reported on the following: 
 
Financial Report 
The Fund Status Summary shows a rollover amount of $580,381 for FY18 in the Archives Services Fund.  
A projected balance of $920,572 in department-designated bicentennial funds will carry over into FY 
2018.      
 
The Generated Revenue Summary shows an increase in this quarter’s revenue due to facility rentals, 
digitization, and Records Center revenue. 
 
February 2018 Election of Trustees 
The Nominations Committee is seeking candidates to fill the vacancies of District 4 (occupied by Morris 
Savage until his death) and District 3 (occupied by Judge Boyd through December 31, 2017).  The 
Committee will present a slate of nominees for election at the February meeting, allowing sufficient 
time for the new members to be confirmed by the Senate. 
 
Mr. Murray mentioned that incumbents may continue to serve if the vacancy is not filled.  They may also 
serve pending the Senate confirmation of the new member.  
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for his report and then called on Mary Jo Scott for the Archives 
Division report. 
 
Archives Division Report:  Mrs. Scott reported on the following items:  
 
Conservation of State Constitutions and Ordinance of Secession 
A Request for Proposal (RFP) for the conservation of the state constitutions and the ordinance of 
secession was published on September 29.  After receiving proposals from three conservation centers, 
ADAH selected the Northeast Document Conservation Center to complete the project.  The contract will 
go before the Legislative Contract Review Committee in December and then to the Governor’s Office for 
final approval. 
 
Southeastern Archives and Records Conference 
Four members of the ADAH staff participated in the Southeastern Archives and Records Conference 
(SARC), a collaborative of professional archivists in the Southern region of the United States, interested 
in networking and advancing their profession. The meeting took place on October 23-24.   
 
Staff Update 
Three new employees were hired in the Archives Division.  Carlie Anne Burkett, a recent graduate of the 
School of Library and Information Sciences at the University of Southern Mississippi, joined the 
reference staff on September 18.  Sophie Howard, who was previously employed with the Department 
of Commerce, began working in the Records Management section in early October.  Courtney Pinkard, 
an experienced reference and cataloging librarian, joined the reference staff on November 6.   
 
Chairman Evans welcomed all three staff members and thanked Mrs. Scott for her report.  He then 
called on John Hardin for the Museum Division report. 
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Museum Division report:  Mr. Hardin reported on the following items: 
 
Territorial Alabama exhibit 
The Territorial Alabama exhibit was installed in the second-floor lobby with the aid of the St. Stephens 
Historical Commission and the University of South Alabama, who provided some of the artifacts.  The 
exhibit will be on display for six months. 
 
Volunteer Docent Training 
The education staff led a day-long orientation for volunteer docents on September 22nd.  Interested 
participants will return for additional training by accompanying school tours.  
 
Food for Thought 2018 
A copy of the Food for Thought lecture series schedule was distributed in each meeting packet.  The 
March program will feature ADAH archivists Scotty Kirkland and Meredith McDonough, presenting “The 
Paper and the Preacher: The Southern Courier & Martin Luther King, Jr.” 
 
Staff Update 
Scotty Kirkland, who previously worked as an archivist in the Research department, will begin a new 
position in the Museum Division, dedicated to exhibits, publications, and special projects. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Hardin for his report and then called on Steve Wheat for the 
Administrative Division report. 
 
Administrative Division report:  Mr. Wheat reported on the following items: 
   
Facilities Improvements 
Standard Roofing Company began the process of painting the building exterior and recoating the roof.  
The project is scheduled to be completed by December 2017.  
 
The electrical upgrade project being conducted by Dixie Electric Plumbing and Air is briefly on hold, 
following the emergency illness of the project manager.  Work will resume shortly, with the completion 
date set for September 2018.   
 
Capitol Complex Security 
The State Finance Department is undertaking a project to enhance security at all state buildings in the 
Capitol Complex. The ADAH is supportive of the addition of security cameras but has expressed concern 
about the consequences for proposed screening stations on visitor experience and our ability to get 
school tours and other groups into the building in a timely manner. Further discussion will follow. Four 
retired state troopers currently provide security for the building. Mr. Murray commented that personal 
interaction with the public by the security guards is a highly effective check on problems of several 
types.  
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2018 Board of Trustees meeting dates:  The proposed meeting dates for 2018 are February 14, May 9, 
August 8, and November 14.  The trustees moved to change the February 14 meeting date to February 7 
to avoid conflict with Valentine’s Day.  The November 14 meeting may be moved to a date coinciding 
with the Alabama Archives and History Foundation’s annual meeting. 
 
2018 ADAH event dates 
January 9 at 3:30 p.m. – Legislative Open House 
The Archives will host its annual legislative open house on the first day of the 2018 legislative session.  
Mr. Murray noted that the 2019 Open House will be particularly important, as the Alabama legislature 
will inherit a large class of new members that year.   
 
November 11 – WWI Armistice Centennial 
Mr. Murray discussed the possibility of expanding the WWI-themed readers theater into a public 
program which would involve a performance by the Montgomery Chorale. The readers theater debuted 
at the Archives and History Foundation dinner on November 5. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1:59 p.m.  
 
 
 
_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  
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Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Regions Room 
February 7, 2018 

1:00 PM 
 

 
Members present: 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 1: Elizabeth Stevens 
District 2: Gale Main  
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
District 7: Delores Boyd 
At Large:  Joel Daves 
At Large:  Leigh Davis 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s Representative 
 
Staff present: 
Frank Brown 
Raven Christopher 
Frankie George 
John Hardin 
Georgia Ann Hudson 
Scotty Kirkland 
Steve Murray 
Katie Platt (ADAH intern) 
Mary Jo Scott 
Tunisia Thomas 
Mary Beth Wasden 
Steve Wheat 
 
 
Welcome and call to order:  Chairman George Evans called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. and 
welcomed trustees and staff. 
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Evans confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Adoption of agenda: Chairman Evans called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Daves moved that 
the agenda be adopted.  Mr. Butler seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Approval of minutes:  Chairman Evans asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the 
minutes of the last board meeting. Judge Boyd moved that the minutes of the November 6, 2017, board 

 
Members absent: 
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 3: Fred Gray  
District 6: Leah Atkins 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
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meeting be approved as written and distributed prior to today’s meeting.  Mr. Butler seconded, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Chairman Evans called on Steve Murray to report on behalf of the Nominations Committee. 
 
Board Election:  The Nominations Committee recommended the re-election of Gale Main to the District 
2 seat, and the election of Delores Boyd to the District 7 seat, formerly held by June Davis.  The 
Committee proposed delaying action on filling the board vacancies in Districts 3 and 4 until the May 9 
board meeting.  The trustee terms sheet and the Congressional districts map were distributed in the 
meeting packets. 
 
Mr. Butler moved that Gale Main be re-elected to the District 2 seat for a six-year term, and Delores Boyd 
be elected to the District 7 seat to complete an unexpired term.  Mrs. Morrissette seconded, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Additionally, discussed giving an appreciation gift to former trustee members for their years of service 
to the board. Mr. Murray said that the staff would consider options and bring recommendations to the 
board at a future meeting. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for the Nominations Committee report, and then called on Delores 
Boyd for the Personnel Committee Report. 
 
Personnel Committee Report:  Judge Boyd reported on the following items: 
 
The Committee will delay their request to the State Personnel Department for a pay structure analysis of 
all ADAH employee classifications, pending the outcome of a proposed salary increase for all state 
employees as well as the Personnel Department’s restructuring of all IT classifications. 
 
The director’s annual performance evaluation packet will be distributed to the trustees at the May 9 
board meeting.  At the August board meeting, trustees will rate the director’s performance as well as 
vote on his reappointment, as his current term will expire on September 30, 2018.  The evaluation 
packet includes both an evaluation form and a ballot to be returned by June 7.  A handout containing 
the Personnel Committee report was distributed in the meeting packets.   

 
Chairman Evans called for a motion to accept the Personnel Committee report. Mrs. Main moved that 
the Personnel Committee report be accepted.  Mr. Butler seconded, and the motion was carried by 
unanimous voice vote.   
 
 
Director’s Report:  Mr. Murray reported on the following: 
 
Budget 
Fund Status Summary:  The fund status summary shows a rollover amount of $563,953 for FY 2019 in 
the Bicentennial Commission fund, and a rollover amount of $365,417 in the Archives Services Fund.  
Another $1.4 million in funds, allocated for Bicentennial purposes, is expected for FY 2019.    
  
Generated Revenue Summary: A total of $69,447 was generated in the first quarter of FY 2018, being 
slightly ahead of last year’s first-quarter total, due to increased receipts at the Records Center.  
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Income & Expenses:  The Income and Expenses sheet reflects the Archives’ resources and expenses over 
the past ten years.  The Archives received level funding in both the Education Trust Fund and General 
Fund from FY 2017 to FY 2018.  Mr. Murray explained that the House committee version of the FY19 ETF 
budget did not include $192,000 recommended by Governor Ivey.  He has discussed the difference with 
Chairman Poole and is optimistic that the funds will be restored during the legislative process.   
 
FY15-16 audit 
The Examiners of Public Accounts conducted an exit interview for the biennial audit on January 16.  
Chairman Evans and Trustee Boyd were in attendance.  The examiners identified three likely findings:   

• Inadequate cash management in Research Room 
• Inadequate frequency of bank deposits 
• An error in the administration of a sick leave escrow account  

The auditors have not issued their final report; however, ADAH is working to correct all issues.  The 
trustees will receive an email directly from the examiners, containing the report. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for his report and then called on Frank Brown for the Legislative 
report. 
 
Legislative Report:  Mr. Brown reported on the following items: 
 
ADAH Open House 
The Archives hosted its annual Legislative Open House on the first day of the legislative session, January 
9.  Attendees enjoyed several display stations, including the WWI database section and the St. Stephens 
micro-exhibit.  The trustees will be asked to invite their respective legislators, by phone, to next year’s 
open house, to help encourage attendance of the large incoming class of 2019 lawmakers.   
 
Upcoming Legislative Receptions 
Several legislative receptions will be held at the Archives, for organizations including the Poarch Creek 
Indians, Alabama Power Company, Alabama Association of Realtors, and the Alabama Society of Human 
Resource Management.  The Faith and Politics Institute, led by Congressman John Lewis, will host a 
dinner and program at the Archives on March 3 during its annual pilgrimage.  Attendees will include 
members of Congress and their families.   
 
Session Priorities 
Priorities for this year’s session include the budget, Medicaid, corrections, and the tax cut bill.  Senate 
confirmations for Trustees Boyd and Main will also take place during the session.  Mr. Brown is closely 
monitoring the ADAH budget. The session will end on April 23. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Brown for his report and then called on Mary Jo Scott for the Archives 
Division Report. 
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Archives Division Report:  Mrs. Scott reported on the following items:  
Staff 
Mrs. Scott began by introducing Katie Platt, a student at Hood College in Maryland, who’s interning at 
ADAH this spring. 
 
Electronic Records Access Site 
The Archives recently launched the public access site for its electronic records preservation system, 
hosted by Preservica. Electronic records created during the Governor Bob Riley administration comprise 
the initial body of available records, but the number and types of collections will grow. The site may be 
found at https://adah.access.preservica.com/.   
 
WWI Crowdsourcing Platform 
Work continues on the transcription platform that will support crowdsourced indexing projects using 
ADAH records. The initial project will focus on approximately 111,000 World War I service records and is 
expected to launch in April.  Funding has been provided by the Patrick E. Carter Fund, administered by 
the Friends of the Alabama Archives. 
 
Constitutions Conservation 
On February 1, the Ordinance of Secession, the 1901 constitution, and the 1865 constitution were 
shipped to the Northeast Document Conservation Center in Andover, Massachusetts, as the first 
shipment of three.   A shipping schedule as well as the press release were distributed in the meeting 
packets.  The conservation project is scheduled for completion in February 2019.  The records will be 
featured in an exhibit on display in Huntsville in the summer of 2019 and at the ADAH in the fall of 2019. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mrs. Scott for her report and then called on John Hardin for the Museum 
Division report. 
 
Museum Division report:  Dr. Hardin reported on the following items:  
 
NAGPRA Inquiries 
The Archives recently received NAGPRA inquiries from the Choctaw nation and a band of the Cherokee 
nation.  NAGPRA, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, was passed in 1990 to 
provide a process for repatriating human remains, funerary objects, and sacred objects to Native 
American tribes.  NAGPRA applies to institutions which receive federal money and hold Native American 
objects or human remains.  A handout containing information on NAGPRA was distributed in the 
meeting packets. Additional details will be reported at a future board meeting. 
 
Stonewall Jackson Memorial Fund 
The Stonewall Jackson Memorial Fund was established by the legislature in 1955 to provide repayable 
college scholarships to students who submit essays about Stonewall Jackson.  The Archives is 
responsible for the administration of the program.  The administrative board, consisting of Archives 
director Steve Murray, the State Superintendent, and the director of the Lee-Jackson Foundation, will be 
meeting to review the administrative rules.   
 
Public Programs 
The Cultural Crossroads symposium on February 10 is sold out.  The Archives has taken on a more active 
role in the series, which has been held at the Archives for the past few years.  Other upcoming public 
programs include the annual history symposium on WWI, scheduled for June 8-9; the March 15 “Food 

https://adah.access.preservica.com/


Page 5 of 6 
 

for Thought” program, “The Paper and the Preacher: The Southern Courier and Martin Luther King, Jr.,” 
presented by Scotty Kirkland and Meredith McDonough, and the April 4 program commemorating Dr. 
King’s death, which will involve the reading of a selection of Dr. King’s speeches.  A copy of the Food for 
Thought lecture series schedule was distributed in each meeting packet.   
 
Chairman Evans thanked Dr. Hardin for his report and then called on Steve Wheat for the Administrative 
Division report. 
 
Administrative Division report:  Mr. Wheat reported on the following items: 
   
ADAH Administrative Rules review 
State law now requires that agencies’ administrative rules be reviewed every few years regardless of 
whether changes have been proposed. Updated ADAH rules will be submitted to the trustees for 
consideration during the May 9 meeting.  A copy of the current administrative rules was distributed in 
the meeting packets.   
 
Facilities Projects request  
A list detailing the building improvement needs of the Archives was submitted to Division of 
Construction Management.  The first priority is elevator maintenance.  The building envelope project is 
about 80% complete.  The building has been repainted, and the bronze doors have been cleaned and 
polished. 
 
 
Bicentennial Update: Dr. DuBose reported on the following items: 
 
2018 Summer Institutes 
The Bicentennial summer institutes for professional development will begin on June 11.  
A handout listing the dates, locations, topics, teachers, and content specialists of each institute was 
distributed. A map of the location sites was also distributed. Board members are encouraged to visit 
institutes in their area.  426 applications were received for 300 spots.  A waiting list has been generated 
for 2019. 
 
Bicentennial Schools 
The program is designed for schools to create community projects for a chance to be recognized as an 
Alabama Bicentennial School of Excellence.  The trustees were encouraged to reach out to school 
leaders in an effort to spread the word.  Other advertising measures include social media promotions, 
radio and newspapers. 
 
Grants to Partnering Organizations 
Several professional development groups are partnering with the Alabama Bicentennial through grants.  
The Council on Economic Education, the Center for Law and Civic Education, the Alabama Geographic 
Alliance, and the David Mathews Center are all participants.   
 
Staff Updates 
New members of the Bicentennial staff include Erik Haeuser (program specialist for Bicentennial 
schools), Hayden McDaniel (program specialist for Bicentennial schools), and Haley Pascal (program 
assistant). 
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Remaining meeting dates in 2018:  The remaining meeting dates for 2018 are May 9, August 8, and 
November 14.  The November date may be moved to coincide with the Annual Foundation meeting, 
which will be held either on Oct. 7-8 or Nov. 4-5.  
 
 
Adjournment:  Chairman Evans called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Butler moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  Judge Boyd seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  
 



Page 1 of 3 
 

Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Regions Room 
May 9, 2018 

  1:00 PM 
  

 
Members present: 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 2: Gale Main  
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 3: Fred Gray  
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
District 7: Delores Boyd 
At Large:  Joel Daves, Vice Chair 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s Representative 
 
Staff present: 
Frank Brown 
Raven Christopher 
Frankie George 
John Hardin 
Georgia Ann Hudson 
Steve Murray 
Mary Jo Scott 
Tunisia Thomas 
Steve Wheat 
 
Guests present: 
Bill Garrett, Assistant Attorney General 
Sarah Comino, Governor’s Office intern 
Ava Ringhoffer, Governor’s Office intern 
 
Welcome and call to order:  In the absence of Chairman George Evans, Vice Chairman Joel Daves 
presided. He called the meeting to order at 12:56 p.m. and welcomed trustees, staff, and guests. 
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Daves confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Adoption of agenda: Chairman Daves called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Butler moved that 
the agenda be adopted.  Judge Smith seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Approval of minutes:  Chairman Daves asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the 
minutes of the last board meeting.  Judge Boyd moved that the minutes of the February 7, 2018, board 

 
Members absent: 
District 1: Elizabeth Stevens 
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 6: Leah Atkins 
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
At Large:  Leigh Davis 
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meeting be approved as written and distributed prior to today’s meeting.  Mr. Horn seconded, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Chairman Daves then called on Horace Horn for the Nominations Committee report. 
 
Board Election:  The Nominations Committee recommended two candidates, Barbara Patton and Beth 
Thorne Stukes, to fill the vacancies in Districts 3 and 4, respectively.  Mrs. Patton is the former mayor of 
Opelika and works in economic development in that community. Mrs. Stukes is a former educator and 
community leader in Jasper.   
 
The Nominations Committee presented a motion to nominate Barbara Patton to District 3, and Beth 
Thorne Stukes to District 4.  The motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
Chairman Daves thanked Mr. Horn for the Nominations Committee report, and then called on Delores 
Boyd for the Personnel Committee Report. 
 
Personnel Committee Report:  Judge Boyd reported on the following: 
 
The director’s performance appraisal packet was distributed in the meeting packets.  The trustees will 
rate the director’s performance as well as vote on his reappointment, as his current term will expire on 
September 30, 2018.  The evaluation packet includes both an evaluation form and a ballot to be 
returned by June 7.    

 
Chairman Daves thanked Judge Boyd for her report and then called on Steve Murray for the financial 
report. 
 
Financial Report:  Mr. Murray reported on the following: 
 
Fund Status Summary:  The fund status summary shows a rollover amount of $575,525 for FY 2019 in 
the bicentennial funds, and a rollover amount of $384,217 in the Archives Services Fund.   
  
Generated Revenue Summary: A total of $102,231 was generated in the second quarter of FY 2018. 
  
Income & Expenses:  The Income and Expenses sheet is a long-term tracking of the Archives’ resources.  
Within the past two years, the Archives has reached the range it was in prior to the recession of 2008.   
 
Vice Chairman Daves thanked Mr. Murray for his report and then called on Mary Jo Scott, Archives 
Division Director. 
 
Deaccession of film collection:  Mrs. Scott reported on the following: 
 
The staff and director recommend deaccession of a collection of thirteen 8mm soundless film reels, 
dated ca. 1955-1960. The materials were acquired by a donor at an Alabama estate sale, but the film’s 
contents do not have an Alabama connection.  Upon approval of the board, the collection will be 
deaccessioned and offered to an appropriate institution in Indiana, where most of the film was shot.   
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Mr. Butler moved that the collection of film reels be deaccessioned.  Judge Boyd seconded, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Daves thanked Mrs. Scott for her report and then called on Steve Wheat, Administrative 
Division Director. 
 
Administrative Rules revision:  Mr. Wheat reported on the following: 
   
The updated ADAH administrative rules were submitted to the trustees for consideration.  Upon the 
board’s approval, the rules will be submitted to the Legislative Services Agency for public comment.  If 
comments are received, they will be considered for action at the board’s August 8 meeting. 
 
Mr. Butler moved that the ADAH administrative rule updates be approved as edited with a minor 
wording change suggested by Judge Boyd. Mrs. Goodrich seconded, and the motion was carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Daves thanked Mr. Wheat for his report and then called on Steve Murray for the NAGPRA 
compliance report. 
 
NAGPRA compliance:  Mr. Murray, John Hardin (Museum Division Director), and Raven Christopher 
(NAGPRA Coordinator) presented a report detailing the history of the ADAH’s archaeological collections, 
the requirements of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), and 
deficiencies in the ADAH’s previous work to achieve compliance with NAGPRA. The presentation (copy 
attached) concluded with an action plan and list of desired outcomes for the agency.  
 
Assistant Attorney General Bill Garrett, serving as counsel for the ADAH, confirmed that he agreed with 
the proposed course of action. 
 
Mr. Butler moved that the proposed action plan and desired outcomes be approved.  Mrs. Main 
seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Remaining meeting dates in 2018:  The remaining meeting dates for 2018 are August 8 and November 
5.  The November meeting will coincide with the annual meeting of the Alabama Archives and History 
Foundation. 
 
Adjournment:  Chairman Daves called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Butler moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  Judge Smith seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:33 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  
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Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Regions Room 
August 8, 2018 

  1:00 PM  
 
Members present: 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 2: Gale Main  
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 3: Barbara Patton 
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
District 7: Delores Boyd 
At Large:  Joel Daves, Vice Chair 
 
Staff present: 
Diane Barnard 
Kellie Bowers 
Frank Brown 
Frankie George 
John Hardin 
Rebecca Jackson 
Jaimie Kicklighter 
Steve Murray 
Joyia Pittman 
Mary Jo Scott 
Tunisia Thomas 
Steve Wheat 
 
Welcome and call to order:  Chairman George Evans called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. and 
welcomed trustees and staff.  He also welcomed new trustee, Barbara Patton, who was recently elected 
to the District 3 seat.  Trustee Patton formerly served as mayor of Opelika.  
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Evans confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Adoption of agenda: Chairman Evans called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Butler moved that 
the agenda be adopted.  Mr. Daves seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Approval of minutes:  Chairman Evans asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the 
minutes of the last board meeting.  Mr. Butler moved that the minutes of the May 9, 2018, board 
meeting be approved as written and distributed prior to today’s meeting.  Mr. Daves seconded, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  

 
Members absent: 
District 1: Elizabeth Stevens 
District 3: Fred Gray 
District 4: Beth Thorne Stukes  
District 6: Leah Atkins 
At Large:  Leigh Davis 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s 
Representative 
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Chairman Evans then called on Steve Murray for the Director’s Report. 
 
Director’s Report:  Mr. Murray reported on the following: 
 
Financial Report 
Fund Status Summary:  The fund status summary shows a rollover amount of $729,851 for FY 2019 in 
the bicentennial funds, and a rollover amount of $392,987 in the Archives Services Fund.   
  
Generated Revenue Summary: A total of $96,182 was generated in the third quarter of FY 2018. 
  
Income & Expenses:  The Income and Expenses sheet is a long-term tracking of the Archives’ resources.    
ADAH received a bump of $193,000 for FY19 to support the 3% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) and for 
additional hiring in the Administrative Division. 
 
Bicentennial Report 
Bicentennial Park 
The content of the bronze panels for Bicentennial Park will be determined over the next few months.  
Staff recently visited the artist’s studio as well as the foundry at University of Alabama’s campus, where 
the bronze panels will be cast.  Bicentennial Park is projected for completion by December of 2019. 
 
Bicentennial Weekend 
ADAH is providing support for the multi-agency-coordinated activities, that will take place throughout 
the Capitol Complex on December 13-15, 2019.   
 
Bicentennial Schools Announcement 
The public announcement of the 200 Bicentennial schools was held on August 3 at the State Capitol.  
Representatives from approximately 150 of the schools attended and received $2,000 grants to 
implement civic engagement projects.  The final project reports will be due on August 1, 2019.  A list of 
the schools was distributed in the meeting packets. 
 
Professional Development Summer Institutes 
Twelve summer institutes were held in 2017 and 2018 for grades 3-5 educators.  An additional eight 
institutes will be hosted in 2019 to accommodate grade 6 teachers and secondary teachers.  Thirty 
attendees are expected for each 4-day institute.  Per a new branding, existing and future professional 
development programs for K-12 will be known as Alabama History Institutes. 
 
Staff Update 
Mr. Murray introduced Joyia Pittman, who began working with the Bicentennial staff on August 6.  Ms. 
Pittman is a Birmingham native, who holds a bachelor’s degree in Anthropology and a master’s in 
Museum Studies.  She will join Erik Haeuser in visiting each of the 200 Bicentennial schools. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for his report and then called on Frank Brown for the Government 
Relations report.   
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Government Relations Report:  Mr. Brown reported on the following: 
 
Congressional contacts 
Senator Arthur Orr, Chairman of the Education Budget Committee Alabama Bicentennial Commission, is 
grateful to the Archives board and Steve Murray for their involvement in the success of the Bicentennial.  
Mr. Brown and Mr. Murray consistently remain in contact with Congressional delegates and Alabama 
lawmakers about the Archives. 
 
2019 Legislative Open House 
The 2019 legislative open house is scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, and will include behind-the-scenes 
tours and exhibits.  Mr. Brown will be in contact with lawmakers including Speaker Mac McCutcheon 
and Senate Pro Tem Del Marsh, who have committed to helping boost attendance, particularly from the 
large incoming freshman class. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Brown for his report and then called on Mary Jo Scott, Archives Division 
Director. 
 
Archives Division Report:  Mrs. Scott reported on the following: 
 
Conservation of state constitutions and ordinance of secession 
Staff members recently visited the Northeast Conservation Center, where the 1861 and 1868 
constitutions are currently being conserved.  The 1865 and 1901 constitutions as well as the Ordinance 
of Secession were returned on May 22 with favorable results.  The 1819 and 1875 constitutions will be 
shipped in December and are expected to be completed by February 2019. 
 
World War I Crowd-Sourcing Project 
Over 111,000 service cards were transcribed during the WWI crowd-sourcing project in which several 
genealogical societies took part.  The project was completed by the end of July—much sooner than the 
expected completion date of November 11. 
 
Jim Peppler photo 
A 1960s photo of Douglass Wilson, taken by Jim Peppler, was identified after being on display at the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum.  Mr. Wilson was a student activist at Maryland State College (now, 
University of Maryland), who went on to serve on the city council of Washington, D.C.  The municipal 
government office building there is named for him.  A newspaper article featuring the photo was 
distributed in the meeting packets. 
 
Staff Update 
Mrs. Scott introduced Jaimie Kicklighter, a newly hired collections archivist from Valdosta, GA.  Ms. 
Kicklighter previously worked for the Auburn University Archives and Georgia State Archives. 
 
Also introduced was Rebecca Jackson, who recently joined the Records Management and Appraisals 
staff.  Ms. Jackson previously worked for Alabama Arise, a non-profit organization. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mrs. Scott for her report and then called on John Hardin, Museum Division 
Director. 
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Museum Division Report:  Dr. Hardin reported on the following: 
 
NAGPRA update 
As reported fully during the board’s May meeting, ADAH recently discovered it was not in full 
compliance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) and took 
several administrative actions, including:  

• Establishing Raven Christopher as fulltime NAGPRA coordinator  
• Hiring an additional staff archaeologist 
• Notifying appropriate tribes 
• Making improvements to facilities, systems, and reference materials 

 
A handout detailing these actions was distributed in the board meeting packets.  The agency is making 
steady progress toward its goal of beginning consultation with tribes in mid-2019.   
 
Summer Programming 
ADAH again hosted its summer movie series every Thursday in July and the first Thursday of August.  The 
Food for Thought programs and book talks are going well.  The “Young World” and “Summer Fun” 
exhibits are currently displayed on the 2nd floor.  The summer library programs were successful.  An 
exhibit featuring Poarch Creek textiles will open this fall.  The constitutions exhibit will be displayed in 
Huntsville next summer before being moved to the Archives. 
 
Staff update 
Dr. Hardin announced several staff changes in the Museum Division: Raven Christopher, NAGPRA 
representative, is on maternity leave through October; Graham Neeley, acting museum collections head, 
recently resigned to begin law school; Ryan Blocker was promoted to museum collections head, 
effective July 16; Sara Kunau, Education Department head, is on maternity leave through September. 
 
Dr. Hardin then introduced Kellie Bowers, the recently hired NAGPRA and archaeological assistant, who 
holds degrees from Florida State University and the University of Massachusetts in Boston. 
 
He also introduced Diane Barnard, another new member of the curatorial staff, who started out as a 
volunteer in the textiles section and later became a student worker.  Ms. Barnard will receive a doctoral 
degree from Auburn University in December 2018. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Dr. Hardin for his report and welcomed all the new ADAH staff members.  He 
then called on Steve Wheat, Administrative Division Director, for the Administrative Division report. 
 
Administrative Division Report:  Mr. Wheat reported on the following: 
 
Facilities Improvements 
Aside from a few last-minute punch list items, the roofing and building envelope project is complete.  
The electrical upgrade project, which involves the installation of new LED lighting, is 90% complete.  
Both projects began in August 2017. 

Foundation Annual Meeting 
The Alabama Archives and History Foundation’s annual meeting will take place on November 4 and 5, 
beginning with a Sunday evening dinner featuring textiles conservator, Howard Sutcliffe.  The board of 
trustees meeting will take place on November 5, after the Foundation meeting concludes. 
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Staff Update 
Mr. Wheat announced that Frankie George, ADAH fiscal officer, will retire on March 31, 2019.  The 
agency will begin a search for her replacement. 

Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Wheat for his report and then called on Steve Murray for the review of the 
FY19 Strategic Plan. 
 
Review of FY19 Strategic Plan: 
Mr. Murray highlighted several sections of the FY19 strategic plan, such as acquiring and caring for 
materials, promoting awareness of Alabama history, assisting other agencies, and improving 
administrative operations within the department.  A copy of the strategic plan was distributed in the 
meeting packets. 

Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for his review and then called on Delores Boyd for the Personnel 
Committee report and the election of the ADAH Director. 
 
Personnel Committee Report & Director’s Performance Evaluation:   
Judge Boyd reported the following on behalf of the Personnel Committee: 

• Based on evaluations returned by 100% of the board, Steve Murray’s performance as Executive 
Director has more than exceeded performance standards.  Additionally, Mr. Murray continues 
to exhibit a strong commitment to excellence in supervising the department’s mission. 

• The committee will not recommend a salary increase at this time, based on two factors: 
o The legislatively-mandated 3% cost-of-living increase for state employees will go into 

effect on September 1, which will increase Mr. Murray’s salary. 
o Mr. Murray elected to forego a salary increase, pending a systematic review of all 

archivist- and curator-related job classifications at ADAH by the State Personnel 
Department.  The completion of this type study, which has not been conducted in over 
15 years, would warrant more competitive salary scales that are commensurate with 
demanding job requirements. 

 
Election of Director: 
Judge Boyd also reported a unanimous recommendation by the board of trustees to reappoint Mr. 
Murray to a six-year term as Director of the Archives. 
 
Chairman Evans called for a motion to accept the Personnel Committee’s report and Mr. Murray’s 
reappointment as Director.  Mr. Butler moved that the Personnel Committee’s report be accepted by the 
board, and Mr. Murray be reappointed as Director for a six-year term.  Mrs. Morrissette seconded, and 
the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Remaining meeting date in 2018:  The next Board of Trustees meeting will be held on November 5, in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of the Alabama Archives and History Foundation. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at  
2:43 p.m. 

_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  




